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Controlled Publication Notice 

This publication forms part of the Official Publication Library of THE EDIBLE FOREST ESTATE 

LIMITED. 

It provides answers to frequently asked questions received from prospective purchasers, landowners 

and members of the public. 

Where this publication summarises another official publication, the referenced publication shall take 

precedence. 

 

Publication Purpose 

The purpose of this publication is to provide clear, concise answers to common questions about The 

Edible Forest Estate. 

This publication complements, but does not replace, the Founding Charter, Constitution, Landowner 

Information Pack and other official publications. 

As new questions arise, additional editions of this publication may be issued. 
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1. General 

What is The Edible Forest Estate? 

The Edible Forest Estate is a long-term agricultural land stewardship project that combines private land 

ownership with the creation of large-scale Food Forests, biodiversity enhancement and sustainable 

food production. 

 

Why was the Estate created? 

The Estate was established to: 

• increase local food production;  

• preserve agricultural land;  

• encourage long-term stewardship;  

• improve biodiversity;  

• create opportunities for ordinary families to own productive land.  

Further information is contained in TEFE-FF-001 – From the Founder. 

 

Why is it called an Estate? 

The word Estate reflects permanence, quality and long-term stewardship. 

The ambition is to create landscapes that become more valuable—environmentally, agriculturally and 

socially—with every generation. 

 

2. Buying Land 

Do I own my land? 

Yes. 

You own your plot in accordance with your legal documentation. 

Where applicable, part of the land is subject to the Food Forest Management Lease, enabling the 

creation of a coordinated Food Forest whilst preserving your ownership. 
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Do I own the whole acre? 

Yes. 

You own the entire plot. 

Where applicable, a defined Food Forest Area is managed under the Food Forest Management Lease. 

 

Can I own more than one plot? 

Yes. 

Many landowners choose to purchase multiple plots. 

Where multiple qualifying plots are owned, Food Forest Areas may be grouped together into one larger 

continuous Food Forest. 

 

Can I sell my land? 

Yes. 

Subject to applicable legal arrangements, owners remain free to sell their land. 

 

Can I leave my land to my children? 

Yes. 

Ownership forms part of your estate and may ordinarily be transferred in accordance with applicable 

law. 

 

3. Food Forest 

What is a Food Forest? 

A Food Forest is a carefully designed multi-layer planting system that mimics the structure of a natural 

woodland whilst producing food. 
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Why have a shared Food Forest? 

A larger continuous Food Forest provides significantly greater benefits than many isolated small 

planting areas. 

Benefits include: 

• improved biodiversity;  

• easier management;  

• healthier ecosystems;  

• increased food production;  

• better wildlife habitat.  

 

Who manages the Food Forest? 

The Food Forest is managed in accordance with the Food Forest Management Lease and other Estate 

publications. 

 

How is harvested produce shared? 

Harvests operate in accordance with the Rule of Thirds. 

Approximately: 

• one-third to participating landowners;  

• one-third to the Estate;  

• one-third retained within the ecosystem.  

If no produce is harvested, nothing is due. 

 

4. Visiting 

Can I visit whenever I want? 

Generally yes. 

Temporary restrictions may occasionally apply for safety, maintenance or agricultural operations. 
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Can I bring family and friends? 

Yes. 

Visitors are welcome provided they respect the Estate and follow Estate guidance. 

 

Can I bring my dog? 

Yes. 

Dogs should remain under proper control and should not disturb wildlife or livestock. 

 

Can I camp? 

Only where permitted by the applicable Estate rules and any legal restrictions. 

 

5. Planting 

Can I plant trees? 

Generally yes. 

Please ensure planting is compatible with the Estate Master Plan and relevant Estate publications. 

 

Can I grow vegetables? 

Yes. 

Many landowners choose to grow vegetables alongside other planting. 

 

Can I keep bees? 

Potentially. 
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Specific Estates may have different arrangements. 

Please contact the Estate before introducing hives. 

 

Can I keep livestock? 

This depends upon the Estate design, planning considerations and legal arrangements. 

Please contact the Estate before making assumptions. 

 

6. Buildings 

Can I build a shed? 

This depends upon planning law, legal agreements and Estate policies. 

Always obtain advice before commencing construction. 

 

Can I install fencing? 

Please refer to the Estate Standards Manual before installing any fencing. 

 

Can I install a greenhouse? 

Potentially. 

Planning requirements and Estate standards should be considered. 

 

7. Community 

Am I expected to volunteer? 

No. 
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Community participation is welcomed but entirely voluntary. 

 

Can I organise community events? 

Potentially. 

Please contact the Estate where activities involve shared facilities or larger numbers of participants. 

 

Do I have to attend meetings? 

No. 

The Estate encourages participation but recognises that every landowner has different circumstances. 

 

8. Governance 

Can I speak on behalf of the Estate? 

Only if authorised. 

Landowners remain free to discuss their own experiences but should not represent themselves as 

official Estate representatives without authority. 

 

How should important matters be communicated? 

Important matters should ordinarily be confirmed in writing. 

Email is normally preferred. 

 

Where can I find the Estate rules? 

The Official Publication Library contains the governing publications. 

The principal publications include: 

• Founding Charter  
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• Constitution  

• Definitions  

• Estate Standards Manual  

• Estate Master Planning Standard  

• Welcome Guide  

• Planting Guide  

• Landowner Information Pack  

 

9. Future Development 

Will the Estate continue to evolve? 

Yes. 

The Estate is intended to improve continuously. 

Future editions of Estate publications may introduce new guidance, standards and improvements based 

upon practical experience. 

 

Is this the only Estate planned? 

No. 

The long-term vision is to establish multiple Edible Forest Estates exceeding one hundred acres within 

the region. 

 

10. Still Have a Question? 

If your question is not answered within this publication, please contact the Estate. 

Your question may help improve future editions of this publication. 

As additional questions are received, they will be considered for inclusion in subsequent revisions. 
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Related Publications 

For further information, please refer to: 

• TEFE-FF-001 — From the Founder  

• TEFE-CH-001 — Founding Charter  

• TEFE-CO-001 — Constitution  

• TEFE-DE-001 — Definitions  

• TEFE-IN-001 — Landowner Information Pack  

• TEFE-WG-001 — Welcome Guide  

• TEFE-PG-001 — Planting Guide  

• TEFE-PR-001 — Publication Register  

 

Closing Statement 

Questions are a natural part of any new venture. 

The purpose of this publication is to provide clear and accessible answers while directing readers to the 

official publications that govern the Estate. 

As The Edible Forest Estate grows, this publication will continue to evolve, ensuring that knowledge 

gained through experience is shared openly for the benefit of all. 
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END OF CONTROLLED PUBLICATION 

TEFE-FAQ-001 | Version 1.0 | Founding Edition 

Every generation inherits a choice: to leave the land unchanged, or to leave it better than they found it. The 

Edible Forest Estate has chosen the latter. 

This Charter is the constitutional statement of purpose for  

THE EDIBLE FOREST ESTATE LIMITED  

and the foundation upon which the Official Publication Library is built. 


